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Admissions and Testing Scandal!!!
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The Edge College and Career Network 
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Implications of admissions and testing scandal

ÅIncreased accommodations oversight

ÅPotential need for heightened security measures

ÅInquiries into testing agencies

ÅLawsuits

ÅScrutiny of legacy and athletic admissions
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College Board tightens off-site accommodations

ÅThe College Board announced it will not change its process for 
granting accommodations requests, but this remains to be 
seen (some evidence to the contrary with twice-exceptional 
students).

ÅCB will require students with double or triple time to take the 
SAT at their home school, with only rare exceptions. 

Å{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ άǾŜǊƛŦƛŀōƭŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ άŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΦέ

ÅThis should eliminate the kind of cheating ring Singer set up in 
Texas and California
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Potential increased tech to stop cheaters

ÅSinger sent in his accomplice, Mark Riddell, to 
complete exams for students. 

ÅUse of biometrics (voice, face, and fingerprint 
recognition tech) could prevent this.

ÅExamityprovides this sort of high-tech proctoring for 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ !ŎŎǳǇƭŀŎŜǊ ŜȄŀƳΦ

ÅExamityremotely proctors the Accuplacer exam, a 
computer-ŀŘŀǇǘƛǾŜ ǘŜǎǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
readiness for introductory college courses

Åhttps://www.edsurge.com/news/2019-04-30-as-online-learning-grows-so-will-remote-proctors-case-in-point-examity-s-90m-deal

https://www.edsurge.com/news/2019-04-30-as-online-learning-grows-so-will-remote-proctors-case-in-point-examity-s-90m-deal
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Adversity Score

https://professionals.collegeboard.org/environmental-context-dashboard/

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ 
Environmental 
Context 
Dashboard

https://professionals.collegeboard.org/environmental-context-dashboard/
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30 pieces of information inform the score
Neighborhood measure comprised of income, 

family structure, housing, educational attainment, 

and likelihood of being a victim of a crime

High school measure comprised of income, family 

structure, housing, and educational attainment

ÅMedian family income
ÅPercentage of all households in poverty (poverty rate)
ÅPercentage of families with children in poverty
ÅPercentage of households with food stamps
ÅPercentage of families that are single-parent families with 
children and in poverty
ÅPercentage of families that are single-parent families with 
children
ÅPercentage of housing units that are rental
ÅPercentage of housing units that are vacant
ÅRent as a percentage of income
ÅPercentage of adults with less than a 4-year college degree
ÅPercentage of adults with less than a high school diploma
ÅPercentage of adults with agriculture jobs
ÅPercentage of adults with nonprofessional jobs
ÅPercentage unemployed
ÅCollege-going behavior
ÅProbability of being a victim of a crime

ÅMedian family income
ÅPercentage of all households in poverty (poverty rate)
ÅPercentage of families with children in poverty
ÅPercentage of households with food stamps
ÅPercentage of families that are single-parent families with 
children and in poverty
ÅPercentage of families that are single-parent families with 
children
ÅPercentage of housing units that are rental
ÅPercentage of housing units that are vacant
ÅRent as a percentage of income
ÅPercentage of adults with less than a 4-year college degree
ÅPercentage of adults with less than a high school diploma
ÅPercentage of adults with agriculture jobs
ÅPercentage of adults with nonprofessional jobs
ÅPercentage unemployed
ÅCollege-going behavior
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College admissions officers speak

ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ǿŀǎ άƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘΦέ

Jeremiah Quinlan, Dean of Undergraduate 
Admissions at Yale

the ECD helps to standardize a formerly piecemeal 
process. While Yale could glean much of the needed 
Řŀǘŀ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
having it standardized across applicants was very helpful.
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άLŦ L ŀƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
[poor and minority] students we want to admit 
and I have a finite number of spaces, then 
someone has to suffer and that will be 
privileged kids on the bubble.

ÅFSU has boosted nonwhite enrollment from 
37% to 42% since the advent of the tool

John Barnhill, 
Assistant VP for 
Academic Affairs FSU

the inclusion of the ECD seems to be accelerating the 
inclusion of lower-income students and students of color.
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ECD rollout

ÅFifty schools participated in the two-year pilot

ÅAn additional 100 schools will join in the beta testing 
phase during the 2019 admissions cycle. 

ÅAfter that, the College Board plans to make this tool 
broadly and freely available to colleges and 
universities across the country.

ÅThe ACT, Inc. will likely develop its own tool to bring 
it on par with the College Board
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ECD issues/questions

ÅWill the adversity score serve as a proxy for race in 
the event the Supreme Court rules against 
affirmative action

ÅWill this drive students towards/away from the SAT?

ÅWill the adversity score change behaviors and lead 
families to attempt to game the system?

ÅWill the adversity score be so valuable to colleges it 
will help stem the tide of self-reporting scores?

ÅHow soon until the ACT responds? 
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The 2016 SAT Redesign worked and for the first time in 7 
years, the SAT leads the US testing landscape

SAT ACT Gap

2005 1,475,623 1,186,251 289,372

2006 1,465,744 1,206,455 259,289

2007 1,494,531 1,300,599 193,932

2008 1,518,859 1,421,941 96,918

2009 1,530,128 1,480,469 49,659

2010 1,597,329 1,568,835 28,494

2011 1,647,123 1,623,112 24,011

2012 1,664,479 1,666,209 -1,730

2013 1,660,047 1,799,243 -139,196

2014 1,672,395 1,845,787 -173,392

2015 1,698,521 1,924,436 -225,915

2016 1,637,589 2,090,342 -391,821

2017 1,715,481 2,030,038 -280,038

2018 2,136,5391,910,000* 220,000

1,100,000

1,300,000

1,500,000

1,700,000

1,900,000

2,100,000

SAT

ACT
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College Board also seeing nice growth in 
PSAT numbers

https://reports.collegeboard.org/pdf/2018-total-group-sat-suite-assessments-annual-report.pdf
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{ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ŀȅ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {!¢Ωǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ

2017 2018

780,000

460,000

20182017

The College Board 
was successful 
converting schools, 
states and districts to 
School Day testing.  
The percent of all 
test takers taking the 
SAT on a school day 
increased from 27% 
to 36% in one year!
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Statewide Testing Map for SAT/ACT

ACT retains 
its 
dominant 
position for 
state-wide 
testing, but 
the SAT is 
making 
inroads

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/research/condition-of-college-and-career-readiness-2017.html
http://www.edweek.org/ew/section/multimedia/what-tests-does-each-state-require.html?cmp=eml-enl-eu-news2-RM&print=1
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Statewide testing is still in flux and expanding

ÅSome states still in play: Michigan contemplating 
switching back to ACT from SAT after a 2-year run.

ÅCalifornia districts pushing to lock in SAT testing for 
all students, considering statewide SAT.

ÅESSA compliance a meaningful factor.

ÅContinued decline of PARCC and Smarter Balanced 
testing consortia.
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Original PARCC/SBAC states

Appeared to be such a threat to SAT/ACT
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Current SBAC/PARCC states

But the threat is quickly fadinghttps://education-first.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Education-
First-What-Happened-To-State-Tests-Feb-2018-1.pdf
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California investigating value of SAT/ACT/SBAC

ÅU.C. examining whether to include 11th grade SBAC 
as a factor for admissions- may take multiple years to 
gather enough data

Å9/28 Gov. Brown vetoes AB 1951, Pathway to College 
Act, which would have allowed schools to administer 
the SAT/ACT as the 11th grade test for California, 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƛƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {.!/Ωǎ ǎŀƛƭǎ

Å9/26 UC faculty leaders announce study on whether 
SAT and ACT tests accurately predict college success

http://www.dailycal.org/2018/08/28/uc-system-considers-california-standardized-test-factor-admissions-decisions/
https://edsource.org/2018/gov-brown-vetoes-bill-to-let-districts-give-sat-or-act-as-11th-grade-test/603058

http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la-me-uc-regents-20180926-story.html



21applerouth

UC is broadly examining the use of testing

ÅUC President Janet Napolitano requested that BOARS 
conduct a comprehensive review of the use of the ACT 
and SAT in UC admissions. 

ÅBOARS could make several recommendations, from 
maintaining the status quo, to placing less emphasis on 
the tests in the admissions process, to going test-optional.

ÅA UC decision to drop the testing requirement would have 
massive ripples throughout higher education.  

ÅA recommendation could be forthcoming in the next 6 
months.
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A quick look at the current state of the two tests
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The SAT and ACT have roughly 80% overlapping content

Å Reading skills
Å English and 

Grammar skills
Å Science graph 

reading and 
interpretation

Å Algebra, stats, some 
geometry

More advanced science
More advanced math

More advanced reading
More word problems
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The SAT is a more rigorous reading test 
than the ACT

Reading
Critical

Thinking
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The ACT has more rigorous STEM content

Math Science
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Structurally the two tests are similar

Reading

Writing

Math

No Calculator Math

Optional Essay

Reading

English

Math

Science

Optional Essay

SAT

3:00

:50

2:55

:40

3:55

ACT

Testing Time 3:50*

Experimental:20ExperimentalNew!!

*TBD
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!/¢Ωǎ ƴŜǿ aŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌȅƻǳǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭǇǎ 
shape the future of the ACT. On National test dates, 
examinees testing under standard timing conditions, 
whether testing with or without writing, should expect 
to take a fifth test after Test 4. The fifth test is 20 
ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜŜΩǎ !/¢ 
Composite score or subject test scores. Examinees 
testing with extended timewill notǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ǘŜǎǘΦέ

From September on the ACT requires all students to take a 20 -minute experimental 
section that will not count towards their score. Here is the official announcement:

May 17, 2018
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SAT adds experimental section

ÅFor the March 2019 and May 2019 SATs, students 
who were taking the SAT essay were given an 
experimental section before receiving the essay

ÅWe have received reports that suggest all students 
may see an experimental section going forward.

This will increased the testing time for all students, but 
decrease the variability of difficulty across tests
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A tale of two visions of math

Math is the area of greatest divergence. SAT has a narrow 
focus, emphasizing Common Core skills, while the ACT has a 

more expansive reach into ever harder content
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Comparing SAT and ACT content

Test Algebra Geometry Arithmetic/
Data Analysis

Trigonometry

ACT 46% 23% 24% 7%

SAT 62% 6% 30% 2%

SAT has more algebra and much less geometry. Trigonometry 
is mostly an afterthought. Algebra dominates the SAT.
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ACT math is broader, integrating more 
challenging concepts

ÅExpanding use of matrices (e.g., multiplication) 

ÅAdding more conic sections (e.g., working with ellipses and 
parabolic equations)

ÅUnderstanding the domain of a function

ÅVertical and horizontal asymptotes

ÅTrig: Using Radians, Terminal Sides and CoterminalAngles 
(e.g., 30° , ς330° and 390° )

ÅMonomial factors

ÅAssociative and commutative properties
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Å{!¢ άǎŎƛŜƴŎŜέ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ 
charts, tables and graphs

ÅHigher reading level on SAT science 
passages

SAT

ACT ÅGreater focus on science fluency: do you 
understand experimental design, hypothesis 
testing, Dependent and Independent 
variables?
Å6-7 questions per test require outside 

scientific knowledge

Science Comparison
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The optional essays on the SAT and ACT

ÅTest critical thinking and 
analytical skills

ÅRequire more skilled reading and 
planning

ÅAre taken by most students- 70% 
SAT takers and over 50% of ACT 
takers.
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Citing cost, access and validity issues, nearly all 
schools have dropped the SAT or ACT essay 

requirement

3/20/18

4/15/18

6/01/18

July 2018

2016

2016
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Colleges requiring 
the essay: 23

Percentage of 
students choosing to 
write the optional 
essay in 2018: 
SAT: 68%
ACT: 50+%

College or University
University of California schools SokaUniversity of America

Claremont McKenna College University of Minnesota, Morris

Manhattan College University of Montana Western 
(Only requires essay with an ACT)

Martin Luther College University of North Texas

Sam Houston State University Wellesley College (Only requires 
essay with an ACT)

Schreiner University United States Military Academy

Stanford still strongly recommends the essay, which is tantamount to requiring 
it for most students
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SAT/ACT Essays Recommended

Amherst Mich. State Rutgers Taylor

Berry Morehouse Simmons
US Coast 
Guard

Duke Occidental Stanford
U Mass-
Amherst

GA tech Oregon State SUNY U. Minnesota
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¢ƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
significantly impacted admissions decisions

ÅMany colleges required the essay only to gather their 
own data

ÅOther colleges require the essay if they need to verify 
ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ

ÅColleges have been cagey pertaining to the actual 
weight of the essay in admissions.

25th % 75th%

Princeton 6 10

MIT 8 10

Wellesley 8 10

Duke 8 10

2017-2018
Common Data Set
ACT Essay scoring info

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ 
to be looking for 11s 
or 12s
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Most students do not need to take the essays 

ÅIf you are certain you will not be applying to any of the 23 
schools who require the essay, you do not need to take the 
optional essays.  

ÅIf you are considering applying to any of the 23 schools, you 
should take the essays with each test

ÅU California is driving most of the essay activity, with its 
220,000 applicants.

For the Essay, Optional Truly means Optional, unlike the 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {!¢ {ǳōƧŜŎǘ ¢ŜǎǘǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƴǳŀƴŎŜΦ
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The fate of the SAT/ACT essay hinges on UC

ÅUC is conducting its own investigation of the essay 

through its faculty group, the Board of Admissions and 

Relations with Schools: BOARS.

ÅBOARS Chair, Prof. Henry Sanchez, said UC has been 

òmonitoringò the state of the essay and examining internal 

data and correlations between essays and grades. 

ÅUC values the standardization of the essay for its vast 

applicant pool.

ÅBOARS will evaluate the incoming data for a year before 

making an evidenced-based, faculty-driven decision.

https:// www.insidehighered.com/admissions/article/2018/07/16/more-colleges-drop-sat-writing-test-all-eyes-are-california

If UC drops the essay, it will lose relevance and likely disappear
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Testing Accommodations are in flux

Å2016 DOJ signaled a push for allowing more students 
with disabilities to receive accommodations.

ÅCollege Board has become more liberal in granting 
accommodations, while the ACT is tougher.

Extended timing accounts for 74% of all accommodations granted
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September 2016 DOJ issued new guidance for 
testing accommodations.  Final rule went into 

effect October 11, 2016.

https://www.ada.gov/regs2014/testing_accommodations.pdf  https://www.ada.gov/regs2016/final_rule_adaaa.html

These guidelines, if faithfully implemented, make it 
significantly easier to secure testing accommodations
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SAT is easier on accommodations

ÅFor the class of 2017 ACT gave extended timing 
accommodations to 103k of its 2.03m students, an 
accommodations rate of 5%.

ÅFor the class of 2018, SAT is estimated to have given 
accommodations to 85% of the 160,000+ students 
who requested them, an accommodations rate over 
6%.

https:// www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/cccr2017/P_99_999999_N_S_N00_ACT-GCPR_National.pdf
https:// www.northjersey.com/story/news/education/2017/01/26/record-numbers-students-seeking-accommodations/96162464/



43applerouth

ACT has eliminated Self-Paced Extended Time

ά9ȄŀƳƛƴŜŜǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ¢ƛƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
have 50 percent extended time foreach sectionof the 
ACT, with a hard stop after each section. Examinees will 
no longer have to self-pace through the four multiple-
choice sections over the allotted five hours. All 
examinees in the test room will begin the same section 
at the same time and have the same amount of time to 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦέ

This is a major setback for students with disabilities, 
particularly those with attentional issues.

May 17, 2018
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²ŜΩǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǳǊƎŜ ƛƴ ǎŜƭŦ-reporting of scores

ÅLǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ 
spend $10 per test, per school, can be cumbersome 
for some families

ÅFamilies could easily spend hundreds of dollars to 
submit test scores, which feels like profiteering on 
the part of the testing companies.

ÅThis trend will grow and may become the norm.

ÅEventually CB and ACT may drop the fees to submit 
scores.

ÅAdmissions offers can be rescinded if scores are false.
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Self- Reporting scores on the rise: 130 +schools!
Agnes Scott Colgate   Franklin Pierce   Kansas State   Rice   Tulane   UVA

Amherst 
College of 
Charleston

George Mason   Kenyon    Rochester IT Union    VTU

Babson Colorado    Georgia Tech LMU Santa Clara   U Chicago Wash U

Barnard 
Col. School of 
Mines

Guilford    Macalester    Scripps    U Illinois (UC)Wellesley    

Bates Columbia   Hamilton    Middlebury    Sewanee Iowa W & Mary

Baylor Davidson    
Hampden-
Sydney    

Millsaps    SMU Kansas Williams    

SUNY 
Binghamton 

DePaul   Harvard    Muhlenberg    Southwestern   Minnesota
Worcester 
Poly

Bowdoin Dickinson    Harvey Mudd    Northwestern   St. Olaf    Nebraska Yale   

Brown   Duke   Haverford    Oberlin    Stanford   Oregon

Caltech Emory   Illinois State   Ohio   Swarthmore    Redlands

Carnegie 
Mellon   

Florida State   Iowa State   Pomona    TCU Rochester

Colby    F&M Johns Hopkins   Purdue   Tufts   U. S. Carolina
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National Merit Scholarship Corp. will now accept 
ACT to validate PSAT/NMSQT performance

ÅCurrent juniors and future students can take 
the SAT or ACT to qualify for finalist status.

ÅSemifinalists who plan to go to college using 
their ACT scores need not bother with the SAT.
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But NM keeps getting harder to attain
2019 2017

Alabama 216 215 1

Alaska 215 213 2

Arizona 220 219 1

Arkansas 214 213 1

California 223 221 2

Colorado 221 218 3

Connecticut 222 220 2

Delaware 222 218 4

D. Columbia 223 222 1

Florida 219 217 2

Georgia 220 219 1

Hawaii 220 217 3

Idaho 214 214 0

Illinois 221 219 2

Indiana 219 217 2

Iowa 216 215 1

Kansas 218 217 1

Kentucky 218 215 3

Louisiana 217 214 3

2019 2017

Maine 217 214 3

Maryland 223 221 2

Massachusetts 223 222 1

Michigan 219 216 3

Minnesota 220 219 1

Mississippi 215 212 3

Missouri 217 216 1

Montana 214 210 4

Nebraska 216 215 1

Nevada 218 214 4

New Hampshire 219 216 3

New Jersey 223 222 1

New Mexico 215 213 2

New York 221 219 2

North Carolina 220 218 2

North Dakota 212 209 3

Ohio 219 217 2

Oklahoma 215 213 2

Oregon 221 219 2

Pennsylvania 220 218 2

2019 2017

Rhode Island 220 217 3

S. Carolina 216 215 1

S. Dakota 215 209 6

Tennessee 219 218 1

Texas 221 220 1

Utah 215 215 0

Vermont 216 215 1

Virginia 222 221 1

Washington 222 220 2

West Virginia 212 209 3

Wisconsin 216 215 1

Wyoming 212 209 3

/ƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ 212 209 3

Avg. cut score has 
increased from 216 to 
218 in 2 years.  There is 
a theoretical max!
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Thinking about the SAT Subjects: are they 
necessary? how should they fit in the 

schedule?
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SAT Subject Tests are important to certain elite 
colleges, but their influence is waning

Å241,000 students took Subject Tests in 2015, 
down from a peak of 312,228 in 2011, before 
UC dropped its Subject Test requirement.

ÅEvery year more colleges drop the testing 
requirement to open up access to lower 
income students.
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Fewer students, more science, higher scores!
2005 2015 Mean Score Students Students

Students Mean Score Students Mean Score Change Change % change

Writing 240,364 605

Math 1 159,847 586 65,319 619 33 -94,528 -59%

Math 2 94,649 670 144,772 690 20 50,123 53%

US History 83,070 599 70,298 645 46 -12,772 -15%

Literature 54,935 589 56,594 618 29 1,659 3%

Chemistry 44,849 628 73,551 666 38 28,702 64%

Bio M 35,344 627 42,253 652 25 6,909 20%

Bio E 32,489 595 31,027 625 30 -1,462 -4%

Physics 26,527 652 58,921 667 15 32,394 122%

Spanish 25,289 636 19,302 651 15 -5,987 -24%

World History 10,988 590 16,657 618 28 5,669 52%

French 9,093 620 7,587 636 16 -1,506 -17%

Spanish (L) 5,656 635 2,982 665 30 -2,674 -47%

Chinese 5,062 758 5,204 759 1 142 3%

Korean (L) 3,240 752 2,110 768 16 -1,130 -35%

Latin 2,579 618 2,790 613 -5 211 8%

French (L) 2,542 629 1,621 666 37 -921 -36%

Japanese (L) 1,465 687 1,332 694 7 -133 -9%

German (L) 830 631 438 636 5 -392 -47%

German 714 613 706 644 31 -8 -1%

Modern Hebrew 617 619 330 608 -11 -287 -47%

Italian 471 663 492 695 32 21 4%

840,620 636 604,286 659 22 -236,334

Over time 
Science and 
Math 2 are 

accounting for a 
larger share of 

tests taken.  
Mean scores are 
increasing in all 

but 2 tests, 
indicating a 

stronger testing 
group. 

10 Year Trend
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If the pool of students continues to shrink, 
the curve will shift further to the right

AsSAT Subject Tests become a way for the 
strongest students to stand out, as colleges drop 
their requirements, anticipate the scoring curve 
to continue to shift.
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SAT Subject Tests ranked by popularity

The 
language 
tests are 

much less 
popular.  

They may 
eventually 
be phased 

out.

Test Mean Students

Math Level 2 690 144,772

Chemistry 666 73,551

U.S. History 645 70,298

Math Level 1 619 65,319

Physics 667 58,921

Literature 618 56,594

Biology (Molecular) 652 42,253

Biology (Ecological) 625 31,027

Spanish  651 19,302

World History 618 16,657

Test Mean Students

French  636 7,587

Chinese (Listening) 759 5,204

Spanish (Listening) 665 2,982

Latin 613 2,790

Korean (Listening) 768 2,110

French (Listening) 666 1,621

Japanese (Listening) 694 1,332

German  644 706

Italian 695 492

German (Listening) 636 438

Modern Hebrew 608 330
2015 CB data


